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The Applicant thanks Examiner Carter for the courtesies extended during the personal interview of 
April 2, 2003, between the Applicant, Mr. Tom Becker, the Examiner, the Applicant's attorneys - the 
undersigned, and her colleague Jordan Sigale, Esq. - during which Claim 1 specifically, and Claims 2-78 
generally, were discussed. 

During the interview, the Examiner was shown exhibits of the synthetic panel of the claims, and 
competitive products, and an experiment between the competitive products and that of the synthetic panel 
of the present invention. Samples of the synthetic panel of the present invention were left with the 
Examiner for her later review. 

The Applicant and his attorneys argued that the prior art of Dahlquist did not read on the claims of the 
present invention, and the Applicant and his attorneys pointed out differences between the present 
invention and the prior art with respect to the inks used, the synthetic panel itself and its inherent 
properties, and the shape of the panel. 
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No agreement was reached during the interview, and the Examiner stated that a new search would 
have to be made that was directed to the synthetic panel. 

The Examiner agreed to review a draft Amendment which would more clearly define the present 
invention, and call the undersigned regarding the results of the search. 

During such telephone call in early May 2003 to the undersigned, the Examiner noted two references 
in particular which had been noted as a result of her search - USP 3,986,283, and USP 5,288,01 1 . The 
undersigned thanked the Examiner for the information, which the undersigned believes will be cited in a 
PTO Form 892 by the Examiner. The undersigned pointed out to the Examiner that the 1 1 1 Amendment 
in response to the Office Action of February 26, 2003, would be submitted shortly. 

If the Examiner believes that there is any issue which could be resolved by a telephone or 
personal interview, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the 
telephone number listed below. 

Applicant hereby petitions for any extension of time which may be required to maintain the 
pendency of this case, and any required fee for such an extension is to be charged to Deposit Account No. 



Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal 
P.O. Box 061080 
Wacker Drive Station 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-1080 
Telephone: 703/715-4980 
Facsimile: 312/876-7457 
Date: May 22, 2003 



19-3140. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jean C. Edwards 
Registration No. 41,728 



14285240/Vl 
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